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N doesn't believe antworks
Y should be in exclusively

“Why should | have an just for my
own appreciation? 1t belongs in o
musesim for the public wo enjoy
As chairman of the Robert
Hao Family Foundation, which he st
up in 2005, the 76-vear-old has been
putting his money where his mouth
is: he supparts high-profile Chinese
an exhibitions and perfformances
und the world,
le.llmt]lmpﬂ
war Arts of (]
ich opened o
nied runs unl
ber 21 at the Asian Art
mlv1 San Fran '-u: Showirig

this is the Californian institution’s
first collaboration with mainland

stopaver in
Ilun,,hm 3 recently on I\uulu-.-.

standing, So, why
peaphe around the
joy thar?™

It matters litthe whether the ar
form supported is traditional or
eontemporary, visual or performing.
Ho's foundation was. for AIce,
responsible for the 2007 ﬂhxlnlmn
Tritain Meets the Worl 130

v it sponsored Cai Guogiang's
exhibliion | Want To Believe. 1t was
rst solo show of a Chinese-bom
artistat the Guggenheim Museum
in New York
Last year, the foundation

-np])unn]l]n overses tour of
Taipei-bised Clowd Gate Dance

v arsive performance
nd Britain,
| his philanthropic
5 the promation of
Huscldhist art that is dearest to Ho's
heart. His foundation will be
financing the esablishment of a
new Buddhist ant gallery at Victoria
& Albert Musewm in Loacon, th
world's largest museum of an and
dhesign. I'n.u.-ummruu April next
year, the gallery will show Buddhist
sculpiures, pa
warks fro

ud
“Itis the only gallery

Buddhist an in the L
already generated lots of mh.w« A
saays the patréarch, himsell
practising Buddhist.

“In fiuct, oaher museums have
offered to lend their anefacts |io the
new gallery] because there is no
central place to exhibir th

Grandson of Sir Bobert Hotu
the head compradore of Jardine
Matheson in the 1880s who

ne the richest man in the
‘during Hong Kong's pionecring
years - his first introduction 1o the
ancient religion and philosophy was
through his grandmather Lady

dara,

bec

scording to Hio, shewas s
devoted Buddhist who
temple and chari
Kok Yuen, in Happy
Though Budidhism toda
essential part nfhidi i
alw

l|dt|l\|'d||l|[l|.\[\. he
There was a bot of chanting,

lotoft hvw
says.
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Buddhist philosophy drives his foundation, philanthropist Robert Ho tells Yenni Kwok

.uuh\'lull: sitting and waiting. |
wotil 1ys ask mysell
rcml:lrx tout of here agail
foreed 1o o 1o these things, nd asa

ambassador o the US, was about to
retine from Tumng Lin Kok Yuen and
no other family
membier was sitting
on the board, “He

= -
said: T am " f'_‘
et

getting old.
Whether

Robart Ilo (top) chairs a foundation that presented artefacts (left) at
Britain Meets the World in Beljing and Cal Guoglang's work (abave) in

New York. Photos courtesy of the Robert HUN. Ho Family Foundation

Wheel of life

o like

or not, you have to sit on
i lls. 1 oddd him:
‘1 iry to avoid those temples like a
e, atnnel v Yo waant i
v the board?” Bat, what car
N N pointing

Through Tung Lin Kok Yuen, Ho
got to know a board member, a
Taiwanese monk. who opened his
eyes to Huddhist philasophy,

i trught Buddhism asa
philosophy of life, showlng how our
outlook shaubd be, how you can
understand yourself and other
people,” says Ho, now chalman of
the foundation which is b
Hong Kong and Vancouver.

“Although 1 grew up ina
Buddhist family, | period
when Lreally tried to avoid it. But,
fromn the 19708 on. it changed. Lam
now really into it 1 am hapy
e with mysell [ ook
world, and | understand

The family fourdatic
exhibitions of Bucdhist
French monk Matthi
photography to
exhibition of The Dragon €
which shows rare and sacred
Buddhis
shown at the Honokub Ac
of Arts this vear and sched
reach New York inautumn and San

e in

Francisco nest spring, this is the first
§ hibkion of

nced the

1il:ul|.'|m:$c<1rt im thee LS.
It also sporsors public lectures

by prominent Buddhist teachaers,
s Ricard and American

‘holar Robert Thurman. “My vision
to spreisd Buddhism,
Mot the religion, though, not the
rituals, but Buddhist philosophy

Now, how do-you do that? Y

Why should T have
art just for my own

appreciation? It
belongs ina museum
for the public to enjoy
Robert Mo (above)

shout in the street or buy ainime or
YOu turm to preople who ane curious
Imnlml 10 focus on
et learning,”

, the Hobert H.

Ho F 'mnI\ Foundation will give an
undisclosed amount of money (o
Suanford Universitys Centre of

tre for
at the University of
lar centres in

ity in

Buckdhises, But if you ane ulll'n'\lnl
to Jearm, po ahwad.”

Just ke his ke on ans, Ho
believes academia should be as
widhely acoessitbe as possible, The
knowdedge of Buddhism should be
available not omby to university
studbents, but also o the general
pubfic. “They must have public
evtures, by penple i
aqueafified. like M
Huobert Thurm

“Our target = to create a ghobal
network and talink the different
centres. So ifstudents in England are
erested in a eourse in Hong Kong,
they can take the course vi
eIt and get credits for il
professorse i visit

on.”
= can b jealous of
s prograrmmes “but we're

wach othe;

Busddhist Stadies pand i
programmes. It follows the footsteps
of the sister foundation, Tung Lin

trying v thiem that at Jeast
the religious depa nis should
nost be small-minded”, Ho says,




